A political manager who 



one 


Naheed Khan, Prime 
Ministm* Benazir 
Bhutto's political sec- 
retary* talks cau- 
tiously to Azmul 
Haq after asking 
him tvhy it was she 
hechasetainter- 
view, when a l had 
more than my share 
of unfair treatment?" 
She ivas visibly per- 
turbed and by the re- 
cent "onslaught by 
the Press". Finally 
she did agree to talk. 


A' 


re you actually as powerful as 
is generally perceived? 


1 really dont know, if being the 
political secretary to the EM, means 
being powerful! 1 am one of the 
many political managers of the CM, 
of Pakistan. 1 have been her com- 
rade for many years. If that means 
being powerful then yes 3 ami 

You have lately come under a. 
lot of fire from the press* Why? 

Yuu tell me, you are representing 
them, Why ask me? (Laughs ! ) I 
must admit tltat I can'i pinpoint the 
real cause! My guess is tltat the idea 
o! Political Managers is quite new to 
many of us. Some people probably 
can't digest the fact that a woman 
can be a good assistant to the coun- 
try's prime minister People fail to 
appreciate that I have been her po- 
Uticai secretary for many years. 

1 have sailed through many test- 
ing moments- with the party's chair- 
person and her comrades and done 
much political work since. My job is 
pretty well defined and f do it with 
dedication. I honestly don't mind 
criticism. Its 'slander" that upsets 
me! 1 feel women need encourage- 
ment to share responsibilities. 

Are you enjoying the lime- 
Hrfht? 


Where is ii? (Laughs) I am a po- 
uticai person. 1 have always enjoyed 
my work, I have an 1 S hours a diy. 
7 days a week, 305 days a year rou- 
tine! Political work is now the only 
thing k my life which matters! 

} want, to return to your relation- 
ship with the prime minister. It is 
said you enjoy an influence on her 
far greater than most of her cabinet 
members. 

No that is not true, Benazir 
Bhutto is our leader and die PM She 
has a team of advisors, cabinet mem- 
bers, puny colleagues and political 
managers to revert to for any advice. 
My advice can only be effective in 
certain spheres of her multi-dimen- 
sional responsibilities as the prime 
minister and PPP's chairperson. 

What is your educational 
qualification? 

I hold a Masters degree in Biol- 
ogy from Quaid-e-Azam University 
Islamabad 

When did you qualify? 

In 1083. 

When did you go into exile? 

Th^ same year! I did not want to 
leave my house. 1 was just forced to 
do so because of my active support 
for the PPP during my student days 
and because of my family's political 
affiliation with the party. We had 
given our home for the party's of- 
fice in lite early 70 's and became a 
marked household, therefore! 

Why were you selected as BB's 
political secretary in London? You 
were not the most prominent of the 
Parry ladies! 

This question should be directed 
at the chairperson. I was a very 
committed PPP worker I was in- 
volved in political work even in Lon- 
don and my conviction in the cause 
brought me close to her. 

As political secretary what 
was your role in exile? 

Political work, political liaison, 
political ana lysis and im p le men! a- 
tton of party policies. 

Some of the party elders allege 
you have intrigued witliin the party 
to edge them out. 

Nonsense! The PPP is a dynamic 
party History has proven that one is 
a big name only witlun die party and 
"just a name' outside it! Frankly 


Their role during Bhutto Sahib's 
trial was appalling. They just buck- 
ed under pressure! Others were 
probably jusi grew *ou big for their 
boots ftut the party has a large 
heart. We have welcomed many of 
them back and they have realized 
their follies. You see one must never 
become a "Lota" in life! 

You are in the task force on 
the New Social Contract. What 
U the latest on it? 

h was Fn iE possible to overhaul a 
system in days but the determina- 
tion to eradicate, the Mis within the 
system is there. We are comnntied 
to bringing the government to the 
doorsteps of the people and have fi- 
nalised the first draft presentation 
of a "new system? wliieh will be very 


Naheed Khan 

close to what we promised in our 
manifesto. 

You are also in the PM's pol- 
icy coordination committee? 
What exactly do you do there? 

it is a Hi -member committee to 
see thai policies md directives from 
the PM are followed. We deliberate 
on various issues and make sugges- 
nosis to the PM 

Is she a tough task master? 

She is its love with Pakistan. She 
has dedicated her life to the better- 
ment of her country and is a worka- 
holic Manually she needs efficient 
support ami it is her right to de- 
mand it! 1 have spent so many years 
in the PPP that this tough roui tne is 
now a part of my personality too! 

It is alleged that you have 
worked in a travel agency during 
fi(T* mid It was onlv after mal- 


practice ease* against yuu that 
yuu clipped away to London antj 
took political asylum? 

Now MUs Is actually what 1 calf 
baseless yellow journalism, i hereby 
solemnly declare that 1 have neve§ 
been a pan of any travelling busij 
ness, anywhere in Pakistan. It ia 
Common knowledge that the* 
tyrant' and his martial law regime^ 
hud a pathological hatred for ah ofi 


t ] s . M ai ly fict it i o us cases w er e f aba lite party ! 


ical person ami know how to work. 
My job is to help the prime nainister 
in her party's affairs. She is the 
chairperson and issues instructions, 
We all have to implement the party's 
policies. 

Why did the prime minister 
rali you a 'Pillar of the State'? 

She was misquoted. She called 
me a pillar of her party \ She con- 
siders all her colleagues pillars of 


rieated against me and members o|| 
my family. We were forced into: 
exile. Our years in exile and ouj 
struggle to restore democrat] 
order in Pakistan has few parallel 
in modern history* We were prow 
of having dedicated our youth toj 
restoration of democracy iit Pak- 
istan. 

Your party MNA l s T MPA's and.-; 
other stalwarts complain of your^ 
total eonlrol ov^rwho gets to meei;| 
the prime minister. 

How could tliis be true? The| 
prime minister's military secretary 
takes cure of all her appoint merits. 
I mn in charge of the political work I 
only. Even when the PPP Was not in | 
government, it was never a part my 
duties to look after the chairper- 
son's appointments. She had ;l 
properly manned system lo loufc 
after such matters, 

You mean to say that you ! 
don't have anyone bickering 
against your "attitude" within 
the PPP? 

How can that be possible? Who I 
can ever get a 100% rate of ap- ' 
provai? My effort is s ulcere and the j 
majority of my comrades seem 
understand this. 

How do you handle in house 
criticism? 

To tell you die truth ii is far more 
painful when you get hit from within 
the party I generally have a good 
rapport with the workers but the 
PPP is the largest political party in 
Pakistan and there are times when 
we cannot live up to the expecta* 


Wit at is your role in the af- 
fairs of Punjab PPP? 

I have no direct role. PPP i^injab 
has an organisation whirh Is func- 
tioning on well-defined lines. I only 
come in as a liaison agent and facil- 
itator. My job is that of a coordina- 
te H" between the party ami its chair- 
person and I do not meddle in rhe 
affairs of the party anywhere. 

You are often seen sitting hi 
the parliament. Are you keeping 
an eye on the MNAs* perfor- 
mance? 

(Laughs). Now this seriously has 
got to be a joke! 
It is an allegation! 
Who am I to keep an eye on pub- 
lic representatives? It is their voter's 
rltity In keep a check on then per- 
formance* I am a student v\ politics. 
I like to know what is going on and 
therefore I keep myself abreast of 
political developments; within and 
run side the House. 

Naheed Khan, where is the 
system heading to? 
Inwards stability! 
Despite this polarisation and 
I confrontation? 

We are a young democracy The 
! polarisation you sSee is in reality 
J teething trouble. WeTl all soon re- 
I alise that it is time to do som^ serv 
I ous business. The people of Pak- 
| istan would soon reject this mode of 
\ Siyasat\ 

What are your ambitions? 
What next? 

J 1 am a professional political 
| manager, i have spent a life time in 


tions of everyone. One must appre $'1^ PPP 1 am here because " ; eon 
date human limitations. < rion. My past n my present and 

Is it true that you issue instrue- Jjiny future all He here, within the 
tions to the cabinet members. MNAs K' riy. I would Like to continue con- 
el c . M i ri but i ug t o th e riemoc rat k pr< jccss 

This is absurd. I have no busi- ;|aml to serve Pakistan from this 
ness to do that 1 am a serious t >olit- " t>lat fo r m . 


